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Banishment was also a method of punishment. It appears that
a verdict of capital punishment pronounced on a criminal was at
times commuted to banishment. The Chinese traveller Yuan
Chwang relates how once a person dared to make an attempt on
the life of Harsa and how "the kings all demanded that that culprit
should instantly be killed". But the king inquired into the matter,
"punished the chief of them (Brahmanas) and pardoned the rest. He
banished the 500 Brahmanas to the frontiers of India, and then
returned to his capital/'1 This benevolent practice of a regal
amnesty appears to have been a fact because Kalidasa also refers
to this gesture of royal munificence.3 Bana too confirms it when he
reveals that on the birth of the prince Harsavardhana, all prisoners
were released in the reign of king Prabhakaravardhana.3 Yuan
Chwang further states that after Harsa became deeply interested in
Buddhism, he convened every Five Years an assembly of the
brethren, and those who neglected the ceremonial observances of the
Order, and whose immoral conduct was notorious, were banished
from his presence and from the country.4

Yuan Chwang throws some light on some other types of punish-
ment meted out to offenders against the law. " The statute law is
sometimes violated and plots made against the sovereign when crime
is brought to light the offender is imprisoned for life; he does not
suffer any corporal punishment, but alive and dead he is treated as a
member of the community (lit. as a man). For offences against
social morality and disloyal and unfilial conduct, the punishment is
to cut off the nose, or an ear, or a hand, or a foot, or to banish the
offender to another country or into the wilderness. Other offences
can be atoned for by a money payment ".5

Bana unconsciously gives some information about the nature of
some of these punishments* He relates how tinder Harsa "the only
feet ever cut off are those in metre . . . there is no cutting off the
four principal limbs of condemned criminals ".6 From these allusions
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i Yiian Chwang, op. dL, I, p. 344.
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